German Gender Cheatsheet

GENDER ENDING EXAMPLES

Masculine -er der Lehrer (teacher), der Sportler (athlete)
-el der Loffel (spoon), der Spachtel (scraper)
-ismus der Foderalismus (federalism), der Egoismus (egoism)
-or der Doktor (doctor), der Autor (author)
-ig der Konig (king), der Zweig (branch)
-ling der Lehrling (apprentice), der Schmetterling (butterfly)
-us der Kaktus (cactus), der Bus (bus)
-ist der Pianist (pianist), der Cellist (cellist)
-ich der Teppich (carpet), der Teich (pond)

Feminine -ung die Rechnung (bill), die Hoffnung (hope)
-keit die Heiterkeit (cheerfulness), die Eitelkeit (vanity)
-heit die Gesundheit (health), die Gemeinheit (meanness)
-schaft die Freundschaft (friendship), die Gesellschaft (society)
-ion die Aktion (action), die Station (station)
-tat die Universitat (university), die Majestat (majesty)
-ik die Grammatik (grammar), die Logistik (logistics)
-ma das Thema (theme), das Klima (climate
-ie die Geographie (geography), Philosophie (philosophy)
-e die Liebe (love), die Grube (pit)

Neuter -chen das Madchen (girl), das Liedchen (little song)
-lein das Mannlein (little man), das Katzlein (little cat)
-um das Museum (museum), das Observatorium (observatory)
-ment das Instrument (instrument), das Fundament (foundation)
-tum das Eigentum (property), das Datum (date)
-nis das Erlebnis (experience), das Zeugnis (certifciate)
-sal das Schicksal (fate), das Scheusal (beast)

-il das Profil (profile), das Konzil (council)

» Always masculine: days of the week, months, and seasons: “der Montag” (Monday), “der
Januar” (January), “der Sommer” (summer).

» Always feminine: most names of flowers and trees: “die Rose” (rose), “die Eiche” (oak).

» Always neuter: infinitive verbs used as nouns (gerunds): “das Essen” (eating), “das
Schwimmen” (swimming).

Keep in mind, these patterns are not entirely foolproof, but they can serve as helpful guidelines.
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